
Dee Bagwell Haslam was named Executive  
Producer and Chief Executive Of!cer in 1999 of 
the RIVR Media companies (formerly Bagwell 
Entertainment). Haslam’s !rst project as Executive 
Producer was spearheading the creation of “Trad-
ing Spaces” for TLC. She has since headed the 
RIVR Media team in the production of forty series 
and twelve documentaries. In addition Haslam, 
along with Rob Lundgren, founded RIVR’s internet 
content company, RIVR Media Interactive.

Prior to RIVR Media, she worked in various pro-
duction roles with the Bagwell Companies for over 
20 years. Her father Ross Bagwell was CEO of the 
Bagwell Companies and was both a visionary and 
pioneer in the television industry. 

Haslam has received several awards and honors 
including: 2002 Emmy Nomination for “Outstand-
ing Special Class Series”, dozens of Telly Awards 
for Documentary and Series Production, numerous 
Aurora Awards, YWCA Tribute to Women Community 
Service Award, and The New York Festivals World 
Medal for All Star Kitchen Makeover.

She belongs to professional associations such 
as: Executive Women’s Association, National 
Association of Broadcaster’s, National Association 
of Producers and Television Executives, Women’s 
Business Enterprise and the Academy of Television 
Arts and Sciences.

Haslam has served on the boards of East Ten-
nessee Children’s Hospital, Emerald Avenue Youth 
Foundation, UT College of Education Board of Visi-
tors, University of Tennessee Development Council 
Chair, UT Chancellor’s Associate, UT Alliance of 
Women Philanthropists and Leadership Knoxville.

A graduate of the University of Tennessee, she is 
married to Jimmy Haslam, president of Pilot Travel 
Centers, and they have three children.
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Hitting the Target 
with Content
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Chief Executive Of!cer   |   RIVR Media
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R I V R  M E D I A
RIVR Media, one of the country’s largest 

independent cable production companies, has 
produced over 4,000 episodes. Their work has 
been seen on 15 cable networks including, A&E, 
Discovery Channel, ESPN, MTV, TLC, The Food 
Network, DIY and Fine Living. Refusing to be 
pigeonholed, they have achieved success in a wide 
variety of genres including: reality, documentary, 
how-to, travel, sports entertainment and lifestyle. 
Series include: Knight School (ESPN), Blog Cabin 
(DIY), Six Months (A&E), Divine Canine (Animal 
Planet), Mail Over Makeover (Fine Living). In 
December, RIVR Media began production on a 
documentary series that follows the Sea Shepherd 
Conservation Society as they confront illegal 
Japanese whalers in the Antarctic Ocean. RIVR 
Media was named by Emmy Magazine as one of 
the top production companies in home and design 
programming. Business Tennessee Magazine 
named RIVR Media to the Hot 100 list this year.

In addition, RIVR Media’s interactive division 
creates Internet-based networks, Needled.com, 
Widget Games and Get Gown. Other clients of 
RMI include Gibbes Museum in Charleston, The 
Museum of Crime and Punishment in DC, Crossville 
Tile, Scripps Networks and Splastik.com. For more 
information visit www.rivr.com.
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Asen Marketing
865-769-0006
presidentelect@kama.org
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Rota-Cyl Corporation
865-986-4040
secretary@kama.org
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Moxley Carmichael
865-544-0088    
treasurer@kama.org
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Covenant Health
865-374-0425
membership@kama.org
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Bluegill Creative
865-544-5321
communications@kama.org
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Goody’s Family Clothing
865-966-2000
programs@kama.org
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CharterMedia
865-671-9428
specialevents@kama.org
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Citadel Broadcasting
865-212-4695
chapterrelations@kama.org
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WVLT-TV
865-766-8105
promo@wvlt-tv.com
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Asen Marketing
865-769-0006
collegiaterelations@kama.org
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UT Medical Center
865-544-6845   
media@kama.org
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Mediapulse
865-675-4455
technology@kama.org
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Smith Marketing
865-690-0653
president@kama.org
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Dear Members,

Spring is just around the corner and so is KAMAÕs spring membership drive.  The 
AMA headquarters in Chicago will be offering another discount on your membership if 
you join by May 31st.  So now is the time to take advantage of it.

We are excited about the 20th Anniversary KAMA Gala which will be honoring Ed 
Brantley, with Citadel Broadcasting, as the Marketing Professional of the Year, our 
past presidents and our founders.  And Susie Racek also has some surprises in store 
for you too, so donÕt miss it!

The KAMA FAME (Follow A Marketing Executive) program will be on April 9th.  Kim 
Yancey will be contacting you to participate in this opportunity to share your market-
ing expertise with some U.T. students.

I hope everyone has a blessed Easter.

Dorothy Smith | President
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MSR & Associates
865-694-8605
conferences@kama.org
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The University of Tennessee
865-974-1644
chapteradvisor@kama.org
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Citadel Broadcasting
865-212-4535
pastpresident@kama.org
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� [ � S � [ � P � S � ` � a

 Debbie Brizendine  General Sales Manager, WBIR-TV

 Allen Koch  Sales Manager, WBIR-TV

 Amy Neeley  Account Manager
   Unitrin Direct Preferred Insurance 

 Rogan Oliver  Sales Manager, WBIR-TV  

 Beth Weissfeld  Sales Manager, WBIR-TV

 Ed Brantley   Vice President and General Manager
   Citadel Communications 

Congratulations to Anne Swartzlander for winning a free lunch  
in March by registering via the Web site. For your chance to win  
a free lunch in April, be sure to register and pay for your March 

luncheon reservation at www.kama.org. Sponsored by Mediapulse.

All KAMA members can receive a 
discount on tickets for a Knoxville Ice 
Bears game at the Civic Coliseum.  The St. Patty’s Night game on 
Saturday, March 15th begins at 7:30 PM.  Discount ticket prices are:  
Silver Section - $8.00 each (save $4.00), Gold Section - $12.00 
each (save $5.00) or VIP seats - $18.00 each (save $4.00).  Call 
Kim Bittinger at 525-7825 to arrange for the tickets.

Frank Nystrom with speaker Rick Johnson from Ruby TuesdayÕs. 
Photo by Dino Cartwright
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5911 Weisbrook Ln 

Knoxville TN  37909 

PH:  865.584.6245 fax:  865.584.7073 
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And what a celebration it will be! The 
Knoxville Chapter of the American Market-
ing Association Spring Gala has moved it’s 
date and location to Friday, April 11, 
2008, at the Crowne Plaza Hotel , 
downtown. Please mark your calendars for 
a fun-!lled evening!

The 2008 Outstanding Marketing 
Professional of the Year is Ed Brantley, 
General Manager of Citadel Communica-
tions. Also recognized will be the past 19 
Outstanding Marketers of the Year and 
past presidents. Additional recognitions 
will include the 2008 Locander award and 
the 2008 Volunteer of the Year award. Bob 
Kesling, “Voice of the Vols” will serve as the 
evening’s emcee.  

The evening will begin with a cocktail 
reception at 6:30 pm, followed by a live 
and silent auction, dinner, awards, and also 
include high energy entertainment provided 
by “The Dream Girls”.  Tickets are $95.00 
per person or $850 for a table of 10. 
Sponsorships are also still available.

Live and silent auction items are now 
being solicited throughout the commu-
nity. If you have an item you would like to 
donate  or have an  idea for a great auction 
item, please contact Susie Racek, 2008 
Gala Chairman at 603-2330.

This is an anniversary event you won’t 
want to miss!  

865-219-7331

For the !rst time ever KAMA is offering 
sponsorships of the new KAMA Web site.  
Your company logo will be visible each month 
and be viewed by hundreds of marketing 
professionals. 
 The KAMA Web site is averaging over 1,700 
page views.  The most viewed page is the Home 
Page, then the newsletter, events, and member-
ship. Both members and the public view the 
site and traf!c is throughout the Southeast.

Ad space size is maximum width 150px  
and height 50px.  We will use logos for a  
contract of one year.  The Home Page will have 
one sponsor only for $150.00 per month for 
one year.  All other pages will be $50.00 per 
month with random rotations on all pages 
except the Home Page.  Contact Scott Spaid  
at MediaPulse 865-675-4455 x28 or  
technology@kama.org or visit  
www.kama.org/website.html.  

Ever feel like youÕre being followed? On 
Wednesday, April 9th, you could be! Marketing 
executives all over town will be followed by 
students participating in the KAMAÕs Follow A 
Marketing Executive (FAME) program. Designed 
to provide fun, educational Òmini-internshipÓ, 
this mentor program serves as a valuable 
hands-on approach for students interested in 
various aspects of marketing.  
 As part of FAME Day, students will spend 

the morning job shadowing and gaining insight 
into the typical day-to-day responsibilities and 
functions of marketing professionals. Your day 
of FAME will conclude with the KAMA luncheon 
at the Orangery. If you are interested in being a 
FAME executive, contact Kim Yancey, VP of Col-
legiate Relations. Lead the way for our future 
marketing executives! Take part in FAME Day 
on April 9th. Contact Kim today at kyancey@
asenmarketing.com or call 769-0006.
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East TennesseeÕs top brand name companies 

have one thing in common:  theyÕre powered 
by a professional marketer and member of 
the Knoxville American Marketing Association 
(KAMA).   Members of  KAMA connect to a 
network of experienced marketing professionals 
thatÕs nearly 38,000 strong nationwide.   
 Online, in print, and in person, the KAMA 
provides information, ideas and insight that 
marketers use to help their businessesÑand 
careersÑsucceed today, and into the future.

When’s the Best Time to Join? 
 Join the KAMA during our Spring Member-
ship Drive April 1 through May 31 and you can 
look forward to these free gifts and special 
offerings:

 Save $30.  We’ll waive your $30 application 
fee when you join during the campaign. 

 Receive a free $20 Prepaid MasterCard or 
$200 Conference Coupon good for any AMA 

conference.

 Get free access to the membersÕ only Web-
cast featuring a widely recognized expert 
on interactive marketing trends and best 
practices.

The Knoxville Chapter of the AMA is a very 
active marketing organization.  We have 
more than 140 members representing every 
type of marketing and business entity.  If you 
are interested in developing your marketing 
knowledge, looking for resources, building your 
contact list, and meeting business leaders in 
East Tennessee, membership in KAMA is a wise 
investment.

To join and receive your special 
gifts, you can register online at 
www.MarketingPower.com or 
contact Amy Styles, KAMA VP 
of Membership, at 374-0425 or  
membership@kama.org
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KAMA is East Tennessee’s premier professional business  
organization dedicated to the advancement of its members  

and the discipline of ethical marketing practices
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Wednesday, 3/12/08 KAMA Luncheon
11:30 am Registration and Networking
12:00 Ð 1:00 pm Dee Haslam
The Orangery Chief Executive Of!cer, RIVR Media
 
Wednesday, 4/9/08 KAMA Luncheon and FAME Day
11:30 am Registration and Networking
12:00 Ð 1:00 pm Lori Asbury
The Orangery Sr.  Vice President Marketing
  Home and Garden Television (HGTV)
 
Friday, 4/11/08 KAMA 20th Anniversary Gala
6:30 Ð 7:30 pm Cocktail Reception and Silent Auction
7:30 pm Dinner and entertainment by the ÒDream GirlsÓ
Crowne Plaza Honoring Ed Brantley, KAMA founders,  

 and past presidents
 


